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      July 9, 2003 
 
Mary Cottrell, Secretary 
Department of Telecommunications and Energy 
One South Station, 2nd Floor 
Boston, MA 02110 
 
Re: Order Opening Inquiry into Use of the New England Generation Information 

System, D.T.E. 03-62 
 
Dear Ms. Cottrell: 
 
 Boston Edison Company, Cambridge Electric Light Company and 
Commonwealth Electric Company, d/b/a NSTAR Electric (“NSTAR Electric”) hereby 
file comments in response to issues raised by the Department of Telecommunications and 
Energy (the “Department”) in the above-referenced matter.  In its Order Opening Inquiry 
into the use of the New England Generation Information System (“NE-GIS”) (the “Order 
Opening Inquiry”), the Department seeks comment on several issues relating to the use of 
the NE-GIS by competitive suppliers and electric distribution companies (individually, 
the “Company”; together, the “Companies”) for purposes of complying with the 
Department’s information disclosure regulations contained at 220 C.M.R. § 11.06 et seq.  
Specifically, the Department seeks comment on the following proposals: 
 

(1)  requiring the use of NE-GIS as the sole basis for the fuel source, 
emissions, and labor information included on information disclosure 
labels; 

 
(2) requiring each Company to update its information disclosure label during 

October 2003 to include information from its GIS report for the first 
quarter of 2003, and thereafter update its label quarterly to include 
information from the most recently available NE-GIS report, with such 
updates occurring during the month following the availability of the 
report; 

 
(3) allowing a short-term exception from the Department’s regulations 

(requiring information disclosure labels to be based on 12-months of data) 
to allow disclosure labels to include less than 12 months of data; and 
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(4) requiring each Company to include the following information in its annual 

report documenting the non-price information included on disclosure 
labels:  

 
• the quarterly disclosure labels issued by the Company during the 

calendar year; 
 
• the NE-GIS reports that are the basis for information included on 

those labels; 
 
• documentation that the information included on each of the 

Company’s labels is based: (a) solely and accurately on the 
applicable NE-GIS report; and (b) on the Company’s actual retail 
sales in Massachusetts during the applicable 12-month period; and 

 
• for Companies that offer more than one product to their 

Massachusetts customers, statements of verification by an 
independent auditor regarding the resource portfolio and retail 
sales associated with each product. 

 
Order Opening Inquiry, D.T.E. 03-62, at 4-6.  The Department held a technical 
conference on July 2, 2003 to discuss these issues. 
 
 Conceptually, NSTAR Electric supports the Department’s proposal to use NE-
GIS data for purposes of a Company’s information disclosure label.  After the initial one-
year transition period, use of NE-GIS data for the purpose of complying with the 
Department’s information disclosure requirements will allow the Department and 
NSTAR Electric’s customers to have consistent, reliable attribute-related data from each 
Company.  This, in turn, will facilitate the Department’s review of each Company’s 
information disclosure annual reports and provide customers with accurate information 
regarding the attributes of generation purchased by NSTAR Electric, thereby facilitating 
customer choice in the competitive market. 
 
 However, a few issues should be considered by the Department in the context of 
finalizing a policy that requires the use of NE-GIS certificates as the “sole” means of data 
for information disclosure labels.  First, NSTAR Electric is in a somewhat unique 
position in that it purchases a significant amount of its Standard Offer Service and 
Default Service supply through power-purchase agreements (“PPAs”) from various 
wholesale suppliers.  To date, many of these wholesale suppliers have not provided 
NSTAR Electric with attribute data via NE-GIS certificates.  Accordingly, much of the 
data known by NSTAR Electric regarding its generation portfolio consists of New 
England Power Pool system-average data or data relating to the qualifying facilities from 
which NSTAR Electric purchases supply via PPAs.  These data are more general than 
that which would be provided to NSTAR Electric via GIS certificates.  Accordingly, 
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requiring NSTAR Electric to use GIS certificates as the sole basis for fuel source, 
emissions and labor information on its disclosure labels may limit NSTAR Electric’s 
sources for its information disclosure labels.   
 
 Moreover, the Department should allow Companies to implement the 
Department’s NE-GIS policy in a manner consistent with its information disclosure 
regulations.  Currently, the Department requires Companies to include data from the most 
recent 12-month period on their respective information disclosure labels.  However, if the 
Department requires Companies to implement the Department’s NE-GIS policy over the 
next four calendar quarters, beginning with data from the first (or possibly second) 
quarter of 2003, a Company’s “annual” generation system data will consist partially of 
NE-GIS data and partially of system-average data.  Rather than skew a Company’s 
generation portfolio data over the coming year by limiting the source of information for 
its labels to NE-GIS certificates, the Department should allow Companies to phase-in the 
use of NE-GIS certificates over the next four quarters, thereby allowing information 
disclosure labels to reflect a proportion of NE-GIS certificate data and other source data 
during this period.1  Alternatively, as envisioned in its Order Opening Inquiry, the 
Department could allow Companies to include less than 12 months of data on disclosure 
labels until four quarters of NE-GIS data may be compiled for use by the Companies.2 
 
 Additionally, the Department should clarify in any order regarding the use of NE-
GIS certificates for information disclosure labels how companies should reconcile the 
timing discrepancy between the purchase of NE-GIS certificates and the settlement 
period for such certificates, which in many instances does not occur until several months 
after a Company purchases such certificates.  On a related issue, the Department should 
allow NE-GIS certificates that are “banked” for later application for compliance with the 
Division of Energy Resources’ Renewable Portfolio Standard (“RPS”) regulations to be 
reflected on information disclosure labels for the period in which such certificates are to 
be applied. 
  

                                                           
1  The Department should also allow Companies to include on labels that reflect non-NE-GIS data 

information regarding sources in its generation portfolio fuel mix relating to zero emissions fuel 
sources, such as hydropower. 

2  This exception to the Department’s regulations would also allow Companies that introduce new 
“green” products over the coming 12 months to accurately incorporate such information into their 
information disclosure labels, even if less than 12 months of data relating to such product is 
available. 
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 Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments in this proceeding.  The 
Company looks forward to working with the Department on this issue in the future. 
 
      Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
      David S. Rosenzweig 
 
 
cc: Michael Killion, Hearing Officer 

Barry Perlmutter, Electric Power Division 
Joseph Rogers, Office of the Attorney General 
Robert Martin 


